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NEWS RELEASE

October 26, 2005

SUBJECT:
DEATH INVESTIGATION RESULTS IN ARREST
Scioto County Sheriff Marty V. Donini announces that the Sheriff’s Office has made an arrest 

concerning the investigation of the death of a newborn infant whose body was discovered in the

rear yard of a residence located in the 800 block of Dutch Ridge Rd., Portsmouth, Ohio. At 

approximately 2:00 pm on Wednesday, October 26, 2005, detectives located and arrested 

21-year-old Sarah Halcomb of 5195 Oakland Blvd., Portsmouth, Ohio and have charged her with

Abuse of a Corpse (fifth degree felony). 

Sheriff Donini states that detectives along with deputies have been investigating the circumstances surrounding this particular case since late yesterday afternoon and began searching for the suspect 

after receiving leads from a caller who indicated that Ms. Halcomb could have been the mother of 

the infant.

Earlier today Ms. Halcomb called the office requesting to meet with the detective who was 

attempting to locate her. Detectives agreed to meet with her in the “park and ride” lot of St. Rt. 140 

and Ohio River Rd. at which time she cooperated with detectives and confessed to disposing the

body of the infant a couple days after giving birth while alone at her residence. Both the suspect and 

the preliminary results of the autopsy reveal that the baby (male-white) was still born at the time of 

birth thus resulting in the appropriate charge of “Abuse of a Corpse”.

Sheriff Donini would like to commend the efforts of the Sheriff’s Office Detectives and deputies 

who worked diligently on this case along with those who provided assistance in this investigation 

which included the Scioto County Prosecutor’s Office, the Scioto County Coroner’s Office, the 

media and the community who called in with various leads. 

The suspect is currently incarcerated in the Scioto County Jail held on a bond of $2,500.00 pending 

a Wednesday, 9:00 a.m. court appearance in Portsmouth Municipal Court. Ms. Halcomb is also 

being held without bond concerning a “Bench Warrant” where she previously failed to appear in 

court on five (5) counts of Forgery-Felony 5, two (2) counts of Receiving Stolen Property –Felony 

and one (1) count of Theft-Felony 5 and will later appear before a Judge in Common Pleas Court.  

______________________________________

Marty V. Donini, Sheriff 


cc:      Local Radio & News Media


www.sciotocountysheriff.com

NR.2005 DEATH INVESTGATION RESULTS IN ARREST.NEWBORN INFANT.WEBSITE POSTING.2005.10.26

